Some Old Treatises on Libraries and Librarians’ 

Work. * 1 * * 


HEN we compare the abundant output of literature on 



' ' libraries and library management at the present day with 
the scanty product of our forefathers on the same subject, one 
is struck by the apparent disproportion, even taking into account 
the enormously increased facilities for publication we now enjoy. 

It was only here and there and now and then that a man 
was moved to express his opinions on this great subject, but 
doubtless it will be found that more has been written than we 
have hitherto been able to discover. 

Of the few writers from the works of whom I propose to give 
a short abstract, I am doubtful whether any one of them is 
universally known to the members of the Association, and little 
wonder either. Copies of the works of Clement Naud6, Cels and 
Schrettinger, I conjecture, are not scattered broadcast throughout 
the libraries of this country. 

On searching through the various publications of the Library 
Association, the more important papers expository of the views 
of former librarians are those by Mr. Bruce on F. A. Ebert,’ 
Dr. Garnett on John Durie,* Mr. L. Inkster on the views of a 
“ Gentleman of the Temple," 4 and another essay on John Durie 
given anonymously, together with a transcript from his Reformed 
Librarie-Keepcr . 4 The late Mr. Robert Harrison's paper on 
Charles Nodier 4 being mainly biographical, hardly comes into 
the above category, nor does that of Mr. Tedder on Jules Cousin, 1 
as it details a contemporary work. 

It may be mentioned that no bibliography has here been 


1 Read at the Twentieth Annual Meeting of the Library Association, 
October, 1897. 

5 Monthly Notes , 1881, ii., 30. 

’ Library Chronicle, 1884, i., I. 

1 Library, 1891, iii., 228. 

* Library, 1S92, iv., 81. 

• Library Chronicle, 18S4, L, 33. 

' Monthly Notes, 1S82, iii., I S3. 
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attempted, my material for such being at present unfortunately 
not wholly accessible for verification. There is a current phrase 
with which most of us are familiar—“ The Dark Ages of 
Librarianship.” The writers shortly to come under considera¬ 
tion belong to those “ Dark Ages ” more or less. But of this 
I am assured, no doubt in company with others, that their works 
on librariansh'p were at least thoughtful and painstaking in their 
elaboration. It has often been said, and justly, that librarians 
and their assistants of the present day are brought into too little 
contact with the readers. If the reference departments, more 
particularly, of our public libraries are to fulfil Carlyle’s ideal of 
being the universities of the people, they ought at all times to 
be in charge of men competent to advise, or at any rate ready 
to learn how to advise, readers on any subject they may enquire 
about. One has only to take up any old volume published in 
the seventeenth or eighteenth century, belonging to any depart¬ 
ment of human knowledge, and then see what a number of 
citations and references it contains. Did the author find them 
all without the librarian’s guidance ? I venture to say no, most 
emphatically. 

With the conclusion of this short prelude I will now give the 
views of a few of these old authors on librarianship, together 
with such biographical details relating to them as I have been 
able to collect. 

Claude Clement (or Claudius Clemens) was a Jesuit and 
French theologian. He entered the Society of Jesus in 1612. 
He was professor of rhetoric at Lyons and then at D 61 e. He 
was sent into Spain, where he studied belles lettres. His leisure 
hours were devoted to the pursuit of theology and archaeology. 
Mr. Edwards 1 does not praise Cfament over much. He says 
that “ His work does little honour either to his learning or 
power of exposition, and goes far to justify the criticism of his 
namesake, David Clement of Gottingen, who says of him that 
he had acquired at Madrid the habit of making diffuse orations 
on subjects he did not understand.” That is in a measure true. 
His book is entitled, Musei sive bibliotheca tam private quam public# 
extructio, instructs, usus, libri iv. Accessit accurata descriptio regia 
bibliotheca S. Laurentii Escurialis, Lugdutii, 1635, 4to (1st edit., 
1628, in 8vo.). Diffuse it certainly is. Citations from the early 
Fathers and the Schoolmen occur almost on every page. But 


■ Memoirs of Libraries, ii., 770. 
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for the time he lived in and even for those of the present day 
his advice can hardly be esteemed valueless. 

To begin with, he enumerates the various classes of books 
to be chosen for a library, with quotations in support of such 
a choice from their authors. He considers a museum a useful 
adjunct to a library, its requirements being mathematical in¬ 
struments, ancient coins and wonders of nature and art. A 
geographical, or more possibly an astronomical, globe or sphere 
should have a place in the centre of the library. Certain books, 
he says, should be forbidden general publicity in a library. He 
would rather, indeed, have them burnt; such being works on 
magic, those by impious and atheistical authors, and the pro¬ 
ductions of plagiarists. For purposes of refutation, however, 
some of the above may safely be kept by the librarian under 
lock and key for the use, it is to be presumed, of orthodox 
students of well-balanced judgment. 

Our author goes on to lay down his opinions on the care of a 
library or museum. As in matters of war so in the conduct of a 
library, all must be done well down to the smallest details. His 
ideal of a librarian is a high one. He must perforce excel in all 
that the master of a vessel has to do; he is vigilant; he looks 
ahead; he commands. 

Attendants in libraries and their duties is one of his next 
themes. From this class C 16 ment specially excepts all such as 
the guardians in the Vatican Library, or those twelve “Litterarii 
Imperii Pares vel Patres ” in the Library at Constantinople, who 
were men of high status and learning. Attendants in his opinion 
should embrace the following : “ Librorum correctores sive 
revisores,” (correctors or revisers of books), paid, not voluntary; 
also scribes (scriptors vel librarii) whose business it should be 
to interpret (describere) the codices. Also a janitor, whose 
duties should include opening and shutting the windows as the 
state of the weather demanded, and an attendant to sweep the 
room and dust the furniture. This not inconsiderable army is 
to be further re-inforced, but for totally different duties, by men 
and women clerks (notarii et notarise) and shorthand writers ; of 
the methods of the latter functionaries he gives a simple speci¬ 
men, one of their contractions being merely the initials 
V.D.P.I.L.P. (ut de piano ita legi possit). 

Archibald Clarke. 


(To be continued.) 


Downloaded from http://library.oxfordjournals.org/ at Purdue University Libraries ADMN on June 19. 2015 


public libraries Bets. 


Schedule of Towns when the powers conferred by the Public Libraries Acts 
have been varied by Local Acts, with particulars of the variations. 


Ashton-under-Lyne 

Ashton-under-Lyne Improve¬ 
ment Act, 1886, 49-50 Viet., 
Ch. lxxviiL, | 149 ; Local 
Government Board’s Pro¬ 
visional Orders Confirma¬ 
tion (No. 7) Act, 1891, 54- 
55 VicL, Ch. clvi. 

Limit raised to 2d. 

Birmingham .. 

Birmingham Corpora tion(Con- 
solidation) Act, 1883, 46-47 
VicL, Ch. lxx., g 87 

The limit on the rate is 
obelisked. 

Brighton 

Brighton Pavilion Acts— 

1850, 13 Viet., Ch. v., 

8 10-14; 

1867, 30 VicL, Ch. xxii., 

S 10; 

1876, 39 Viet., Ch. xxxiv., 
17 ; 

1891, Provisional Orders 
Confirmation (No. 8), 54- 
55 VicL, Ch. lxx., Art. 5 

Libraries are to be supported 
from rate of 4d. in the £ 
raised under these Acts. 

Cardiff. 

Cardiff Corporation Act, 
1898, 61-6a VicL, g 66 

limit raised to ijd. 

Huddersfield 

Huddersfield Improvement 
Act, 1871, 34-35 Viet., Ch. 
cli., g aio-aia, 334 

Power to provide and furnish 
buildings, § 210; Libraries 
may be maintained and sup¬ 
plied with books, etc., 
| 211; Property to be 
vested in the Corporation, 
§ 212 ; limit on Library 
Kate abolished, g 334. 

Great Yarmouth 

Great Yarmouth Corporation 
Act, 1897, Ch. cdv., g 119 

Limit raised to ijd. 

Kingston-on-Thames 

Kingston - on - Thames Im¬ 
provement Act, 1888, jji- 
52 VicL, Chap, clxxxni., 

9 35 

Limit raised to 2d. 

Leamington .. 

Leamington Corporation Act, 
1896, 59-60 VicL, Ch. cxlii, 
g 10a 

Limit raised to ijd. 

Leicester 

Leicester Corporation Act, 
1884, 47 VicL, Ch. xxxii., 
g 22 

Limit raised to 2d. 

Manchester .. 

Manchester Corporation Act, 
1891, 54 55 VicL.Ch.ecvil, 

1 16 

Limit raised to 2d. 


Downloaded from http://library.oxfordjournals.org/ at Purdue University Libraries ADMN on June 19. 2015 






Public Libraries Acts 331 


Nbwcastle-on-Tynb .. 

Newcastle - upon • Tyne Im¬ 
provement Act, 1892, 55-56 
VicL, Ch. ccxxxvi., § 130 

Limit raised to ijd., extra $d. 
to be used for Branch 
Libraries and Reading 
Rooms. 

Nottingham 

Nottingham Corporation (Gas) 
Act, 1874, 37-38 VicL, Ch. 
cxxxvi., j 36 

Authorises the Corporation to 
apply profits of Gas under¬ 
taking to Education. A 
gram of .£2,000 per annum 
is made to supplement the 
Library rate. The Central 
Library Buildings were also 
provided without charging 
the Penny rate with the 
COSL 

Oldham . 

Oldham Corporation Act, 

1865, i 193195 

Power to provide and famish 
buildings, j 193 ; Libraries 
may be maintained and 
supplied with books, etc. ; 
No limit imposed as to 
amount to be expended, | 
194 ; Property tp be vested 
in the Corporation, .§ .195. 

Preston . 

Preston Improvement Act, 
1880, 43-44 Viet., Ch. 

cxviii., § 152 

Limit raised to ijd. 

St. Helens 

St Helens Improvement Act, 
1869, 32-33 Viet., Ch. cxx., 

| 246-248 

Power to provide and furnish 
buildings, § 246 ; Libraries 
may be maintained and 
supplied with books, etc. ; 
No limit imposed as to 
amount to be expended, f 
247 ; Power to make bye¬ 
laws, f 248. 

Salford 

Salford Corporation Act, 1891, 
54 Viet., Ch. xiv., | 48 

Limit raised to 1 jd. 

Sheffield 

Sheffield Corporation Act, 
1890, J3-54 VicL, Ch. 

ccxxv., | 13 

Limit raised to 2d. 

Swansea 

Swansea Corporation Act, 
1889,52-53Vict.,Ch. exeix., 

§ 150 * 

Limit raised to 2d. 

Walsall 

Walsall Corporation Act, 
'890, 53-54 VicL, exxx., 

§ 210 

Limit raised to 2d. 

Warrington 

Warrington Extension and 
Water Act, 1890, 53-54 
Viet., Ch. ccxxxvi, § 86 

Limit raised to l$d. 

Wigan . 

Wigan Corporation Act, 1889, 
52-53 VicL, Ch. cc., | 109 

Limit raised to 2d. 

Wolverhampton 

Wolverhampton Corporation 
Act, 1887, 50-51 VicL, Ch. 
clxxiv., $ 8 

Limit raised to 2d. 
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